Reserve Football: Carndonagh 1-14; Downings 0-03 

Having won the toss, Carn opted to play with the strong breeze that is a near permanent weather feature in the Downings. This was a good call as it got the Carn players off to the perfect start as Caoimhin Canny, Kevin Doherty (L), Ciaran O’Callaghan, Paddy McCallion, Declan O’Donnell, Conor Fagan and Sean McLaughlin (G) all scored to leave Carn 11 points to no score at half time. This was the first time this season that the reserves showed some of their potential and played with conviction. 
It was expected that Downings with take full advantage of the breeze in the second half but they had not reckoned on the resilience of this Carn team. In the half backs Ciaran O’Callaghan and Conor Fagan who had played for the minors the evening before were always in the fray and continued to put the pressure on the Downings backs. However it was one of those games where no Carn player could be faulted. All the backs played their part in the victory by limiting the Downing score to just 3 points for the entire game. Up front the forwards scored a further goal and 3 points to leave the final score 1.14 to 0-03.

The team and scorers were: Sean Doherty, Paul Lafferty, Paddy McLaughlin (M), Paul Canny, Ciaran O’Callaghan (1-02), Paddy McCallion (0-01), Conor Fagan (0-01), Declan O’Donnell (0-01), Kevin Doherty (T), Iarlaith McLaughlin (0-01), Sean McLaughlin (G)(0-01), Kevin Doherty (L)(0-03), Caoimhin Canny (0-04), J. J. Doherty, Troy McLaughlin, John Gibbons and James Carr.

Senior Football: Carndonagh 0-10: Downings 0-16.
Carn struggled to find any sort of form in this away game. Downings had the wind advantage in the first half and scored 3 points before Donnacha Gallagher scored from a free for Carn. The Downing’s forwards took their scores well and used the breeze to maximum advantage. For the first 20 minutes Carn managed to stay in touch thanks to the accuracy of Donnacha Gallagher, but by half time they trailed by 11 points to 4. 

The expected resurgence from Carn in the second half did not materialise and they were left chasing Downing’s to the end. Donnacha Gallagher scored a total of 6 points, Declan O’Donnell 2points and Conor Doherty and Rory Ward scored one each. 

The team were: Gerard Crossan, Ronan O’Connor, Gerry Simpson, Conor Doherty (O)(0-01), Dermot McGonagle, Paddy Nelson, Michael Nelson, Oliver McConologue, Richard Cunningham, Tiaran Coyne, Rory Ward (0-01), Ryan Kelly, Kevin Kelly, Donnacha Gallagher (0-06), Steven Doherty (B), Declan O’ Donnell (0-02), Paddy McCallion, Sean McLaughlin (G),
U16s Northern Board: Carndonagh 4-15; Downings 5-06
Carn U16’s were in the Northern Board Shield Semi Final on Monday 02nd May, where they Played Downings in what turned out to be a very entertaining match The starting line up was Fergal Bradley, Danny Monagle, Christopher Doherty, Declan Donaghy, Cathal Kelly(Capt), Daragh Browne, Fergal Doherty, Conor Mc Cormac, Ronan Hartin, Mathew McLaughlin, Christopher McCormack, Liam Fox, Nathan Doherty, Subs. Jamie McLaughlin, Jamie Lee Loftus, Cathal McCallion, Roy Davison, Tomas O Sullivan, Declan McGonagle, Conor Doherty.
This was a very good game; Carn played into a strong breeze in the first half, and found it hard to settle into the game. With Downings settling down early, and helped with the assistance of the wind, they put Carn under a lot of pressure, kicking over a couple of fine scores early on. However Carn replied with two fine scores of their own. Downings were finding the space well, and it was not to long before they had the first goal of the game, when their full forward was fouled on route to goal, where he converted the resulting penalty to the corner of the net himself. Carn worked hard to get back into the game and were not long in getting a goal of their own, when a good move which was started by Danny Monagle in defense, was finished to the net by the ever hard working Mathew Mc Laughlin. But just as Carn seemed to be getting on top, Downings broke down the field to score two more goals in quick succession. Jamie Mc Laughlin was introduced for Carn to add a bit more physical presence to the team, and this helped them in winning more ball around the middle sector. This helped Carn in responding by getting a couple of more points from Liam Fox and Nathan Doherty, and another goal to leave the half time score Carn 2-04 to Downing’s 5-04. 
Two more changes were made at half time with Conor Doherty and Declan Mc Gonagle coming on. Carn started the second half in a more determined mood, where they proceeded to dominate all over the field. It was not long before they had the first score of the half, and within the first ten minutes of the second period, they were back on level terms. Conor Mc Cormac and Fergal Doherty were pulling the strings at midfield and were putting in good quality ball into the forwards to give them the lead. Declan Mc Gonagle was having a cracking game at half back where he cut out a lot of balls. Tomas O Sullivan came on for Carn to add more presence up front; Nathan Toland also came on and was not long in getting involved where he put over a fine point. Downings did get some fine scores in the second half, but on most occasions the Carn defense, where goalkeeper Fergal Bradley made some fine saves. Jamie Mc Laughlin came into the game more in the second half and was very commanding under the high ball; Cathal Kelly was very strong coming out with the ball where he helped to set up some good attacks which lead to some fine scores. As the game went on Downings threw all they had at Carn, but their attacks were getting no further than the half back line, where as a unit Carn were very solid.  Carn finished the game very strong to leave the final score Carn 4-15 Downings 5-06. Carn now look forward to a final against Gweedore.

Ladies Football:
Thank you to all those who helped out on Saturday with the collection in aid of the Donegal Ladies county teams, special thank you to the general public for their generous contribution and to Simpsons supermarket for allowing the collection at their premises. 

The u14 girls play their first game of the season on Sunday in Foden, throw in 6pm and the girls are asked to be at the pitch for 5.30pm. All support is welcome. Training for this age group continues on Friday evenings 5 - 6.30pm.

All u12 girls are asked to attend the Saturday morning training 11 - 12.30.

U12 Football:
The under 12’s hosted Naomh Padraig last Tuesday and recorded their second successive win over a good Muff team.   Overall three games were played with over 30 boys and girls getting plenty of action and many showing great improvement with each game.  This Tuesday the under 12 team are away to Burt.    

GAA Lotto:

The winning numbers in the club mini-lotto were 14, 1, 22, 2 and 20. There was no jackpot winner. The 30 euro prize went to Chloe Doherty, Glenmakee, Carn; 15 Euros each to Kathleen McElhinney, Foden, Carn; Ciaran Gillen, Dublin; Brigid McLaughlin, Glasha, Carn and Geraldine McDermott, Carrowreagh Rd., Carn. The jackpot next week is 3,700 euro and the draw will be held in Pat Kelly’s.

Club meeting at 9pm in clubrooms on Tuesday 10th May

