Senior and Reserve Football: The reserve team had a good win over Na Rossa in Pairc Uí Dhochartaigh on Saturday evening last. The Doherty brothers Dermot and Steven scoring a total of 3-7 on the evening. The final score was Carndonagh 3-18 Na Rossa 0-2. Team: Shane Gibbons, Shane Hartin, Paul McLaughlin, Paul Canny, Liam Mooney, Mark Canny, Tiarnan Coyne, Kevin Doherty (T) (0-2), Andrew Doherty (0-1), Steven Doherty (1-2), Daniel McLaughlin, Kevin Kelly, Dermot McGonagle (0-5), Dermot Doherty (2-5) Shane Devlin (0-2) and sub Shane Devlin. The seniors also secured a victory with a good team display against Na Rossa. Goal by Rory Ward in the first half and another by Gerard Doherty (K) in the second half ensured the home side were on top but the visitors never gave up in this game. The final score was Carndonagh 2-9 Na Rossa 0-8. Team Martin Mooney, Ryan Davenport, Gerry Simpson, Aiden O Callaghan, Michael McLaughlin (M), Cathal Doherty, Ronan O'Connor, Gerard Doherty, Declan O'Donnell, Richard Cunningham, Cathal O'Kane, Rory Ward, Kevin Doherty (L), Darren Burke and Pádraig Doherty. Subs used Garvan McGrenra, Eanna Newton. 

Minor Championship – Northern Board. Carndonagh 4-8; Malin 2-8. 

With all the hype this was an eagerly anticipated tie. However, it turned out to be more a game of cat and mouse and the prize at stake seemed to affect both teams. However, what the game lacked in flowing football, it made up for in excitement. Then again, when two teams have met each other four times this year, they are bound to cancel out each other out. Such was the state of affairs at O’Dochartaigh Park on Monday 31st when Carndonagh got the better of their near neighbours. Man marking was to the fore. Played in front of one of the biggest crowds seen in Foden for a minor game, this was, at times, a game riddled with uncertainty from both teams.

While Carndonagh got the first score, Malin showed their determination to lead at half time. This was an absorbing, but scrappy encounter. There was never more than a few points between the teams and Carndonagh were unlucky to concede an own goal in the first half. The tension between these teams was evident and referee John Friel had his hands full to keep control of the game. Having said that, it was more passion than malice and it must have been hard for the Malin lads to fathom this defeat. If nothing this Carndonagh team are tenacious. With minutes to go at the end of normal time, Malin broke forward and scored what seemed to be the winning goal. However Carndonagh immediately came forward from the kick out and equalised through Ryan McLaughlin (HB) to bring the game into extra time. 

In extra time Carndonagh showed their mental strength and ran out winners of this pulsating local derby. If not football, then adrenalin was to the fore and it all adds up to an exciting game between Carndonagh and Buncrana to determine who represents Inishowen in the Northern Board Final.

Brendan Monagle, in goal, kept Carndonagh in the game with a super save in extra time. The full back line of Billy Dempsey, Conor McDonagh and Darren McDermott were solid. Paddy Long, and man of the match, Dermott McGonagle with Ciaran O’Callaghan controlled the half back line. At mid field Carndonagh played a mixed game of taking Newton out to create a two man full forward line, but Malin were generally up to this. Breaking ball once again was not to Carn’s advantage. However, Padraig Doherty and Rory Ward rose to the occasion and closed down the Malin attack Carn’s half forward line of Shane Doherty (G), Ryan Kelly and Ryan McLaughlin (HB) were well marshalled by the Malin half backs in normal time, but came to the fore when needed in extra time. The inside forwards of Ronan Doherty (N), Conor Burke and Eanna Newton, played well and eventually got the better of a resolute Malin defence.  When Carndonagh made some positional changes, Conor Fagan showed his versatility in defence and attack, Liam Coyle added to a solid defence and Brian Long offered a different option in attack. Paul McCarroll and Finn McLaughlin were ready to come on but, with Malin pressing hard, Carndonagh decided not to change their game plan in the closing stages.

Overall not a great game for the purist but loads of excitement. Once again the home support was immense and was greatly appreciated. The game against Buncrana has been provisionally fixed for Sunday 13th September in Foden at 2 pm.
The entire panel wish Robin O’Doherty a speedy recovery from his operation on Friday 4th September.        

Northern Board U14 Championship, Robert Emmets V Carndonagh, Wednesday 2nd September 2009.  Robert Emmets 1-01 Carndonagh 5-06 

Carndonagh travelled to Castlefinn last Wednesday evening missing a few regulars but strong in numbers with twenty players chasing a place. On a drizzly evening Carndonagh got off to the start they needed as Conor Doherty (s) and Jamie Lee Loftus soon began to dominate around the middle. Good early ball into the forward line of Ronan Hartin, Tommy O’Sullivan and Nathan Toland soon had the home side pegged back and Carndonagh were controlling the scoreboard.

Captain Gavin Monagle had an impressive showing and led a number of the early sorties into the Castlefinn danger area. At right wing Cathal Kelly was stylish in possession, whilst Mathew McLaughlin was impressive on the other wing.

At centre half back, Nathan Doherty returned from a long holiday and was solid in holding that line of defence. Wing back Christy Doherty (K) had one of his best games this year, with his regular partner on the opposite wing, Declan McGonagle equally impressive. The back four had less action than normal but all did their job well when called on. Jamie McLaughlin at left corner was eager and was particularly solid coming out from his corner to intercept any ball breaking through Carn’s first lines, his ball winning and clean distribution on the night was a delight. 

Danny Monagle covered the right corner before a spell at no 14. Feargal Doherty commanded the full back position with Fergal Bradley once again solid between the sticks.

Subs introduced in the second have were Liam Fox (no 13); Roy Davison (no 14), Christy McCormick (no 2); Mark Diver (no 10) and Callum Crumblish (no 5).

Carndonagh have drawn neighbours Malin once again in the next Championship outing, that match is fixed for Wednesday evening in Foden with a 6.30 throw-in.

Underage Hurling: There was disappointment for the U/12 hurlers on Thursday evening in Letterkenny when they were defeated by McCumhaills in the U/12B final. Great credit to all the team who gave a great second half display and just did not have the rub of the green on a number of occasions. Final score McCumhaills 2-6, Carndonagh 1-2. Training will continue on Monday evenings as the U/13 competition begins on September 19th with the first games being played in Carn. The Friday evening underage hurling will resume this Friday. Full details will be given out at the primary schools.

Club Meeting: The September club meeting will take on Tuesday September 8th at 9.00pm in the clubrooms.

Club Lotto: The winning numbers in the club mini-lotto were 18, 24, 17, 3 and 7. There was no jackpot winner. The 75 Euro went to Dolores O’Donnell, Ballybeg, Carn. 30 Euro to Sean Doherty, Carn Cabs. 15 Euro to Martin McLaughlin, 45 Springfield, Carn, Liam McDermot, Foden, Carndonagh and Seamus Lafferty, Gortlarry, Carn. The jackpot next week is 6,000 Euro and the draw will be held in the Persian Bar.

