Senior and Reserve Football Results: Carndonagh 0-07, Bundoran 1-15; Carndonagh Reserves 0-10, Bundoran Reserves 2-17.

Carndonagh seniors and reserves travelled to Bundoran last Saturday evening to contest the 2nd leg of this intermediate championship tie. In their previous meeting in Carndonagh, both Carndonagh teams were comprehensively beaten by two rampant Bundoran teams. Therefore there was no doubt as to the task facing both teams if they were to take Bundoran to a play off game.
The reserve team were missing a number of players and manager Kevin Doherty was disappointed that he had not a full panel for selection. Those that travelled put in a gallant effort but struggled throughout the game against a better organised Bundoran outfit.

The final score in the senior game gives the impression that this was a one sided affair. However it was only late in the second half that Bundoran’s superior fielding ability and quickness of the mark showed on the score board.

Team manager Kieran Canny once again had to select from a much depleted panel. Injuries to Michael Nelson and Darragh McLaughlin who have been key players all year, impact on the ability of the manager to put out a settled team week after week. The club wishes all players who are injured at present a speedy recovery.
In the first half players contested well but on a number of occasions Bundoran out fielded them. However when they did get possession they worked the ball well and fouls committed on the Carndonagh forwards were punished by the boot of Darren Burke. Carndonagh were also unfortunate not to score a goal when Cathal O’Kane who made good runs through the middle passed a ball to Liam Shiels whose shot on goal was blocked down. The half time score finished Carndonagh 0-04, Bundoran 0-07. Darren Burke scored 3 while Cathal Doherty (K) scored the fourth.
With a slight breeze in their favour Carndonagh started the second half with gusto and scored two points without reply, one from Cathal O’Kane and the other from Darren Burke. Eager to push on the momentum Carndonagh players pushed forward but a number of stray passes and blocks let Bundoran back into the game. After this the Bundoran player did not relinquish their superiority and went on to score a goal. Keeper Martin Mooney who made a terrific save could not keep out the second attempt from the rebound. The final score from Carndonagh came from the boot of Padhraig Doherty. 
The championship is now over for this year but with nine league matches remaining, the Carndonagh players need not loose heart. They are a young side and have showed they are a match for any team in this division. What they lack in height and physical strength they make up for in determination and team spirit. They have to play Bundoran in the league yet and we can rest assured that manager Canny and his team are already plotting their downfall.
The panel were; Martin Mooney, Benny Doherty, Paddy Nelson, A O’Callaghan, Ronan O’Connor, Gerard Doherty (K), Richie Cunningham, Cathal Doherty (K), Dominic Doherty (K), Ryan Davenport, Cathal O’Kane, Liam Shiels, Kevin Doherty, Darren Burke, Padhraig Doherty, Declan O’Donnell, Kevin Kelly, Christy, McLaughlin.  

Minor Football: Carndonagh minors were defeated by Moville last Monday evening in the 2nd leg of the Northern Board Championship, having won the first leg. Both teams will contest the deciding game at 7pm in Muff this Monday 17th.
Under 14 Ladies Football:
Congratulations to the Carndonagh girls U14 team, they have made it to the County B Semi-Final after a playoff with Muff last Monday. The league was a very long drawn out affair this year and ended with both teams on equal points which meant they had to have a playoff. 

All the girls were available to play on the day and this is what made the difference, each girl had to work hard and make every chance count. Muff started the game well and got a goal in the first ten minutes and this was when the Carndonagh girls realised this wasn't going to easy. After a good spell for Carndonagh they were rewarded with a goal from Kirsty Canny but this was soon cancelled out when Muff scored another goal. Carndonagh worked hard as a team and had quite a bit of possession and got some very good points but they were still a few points behind at half time. The Muff girls were quickest off the block in the second half and scored a third goal and it looked like it wasn't going to be Carn's day. However the girls were not going to give up that easily and managed to get another goal from Kirsty Canny but it was the defence line that made the difference; they were continually tested by Muff. Excellent play by Kellie McLaughlin, Kerry Doherty, Claire O'Connor and other players who came back to help out kept Muff from scoring again for the rest of the game. The determination of Simone, Trudi and Louise McLaughlin gave Cliodhna Canny and Natasha Gallagher a chance to score some points which was enough to secure a win by the narrowest of margins in injury time.

This was a great team effort by the Carndonagh girls, played in good spirit and they deserved to win and go on to represent the club in the County B Semi Final. They will play against Glenties, no doubt a very good team also but if all the girls are available to play, it should be a very good game of football. The date for the game has not been confirmed but we would ask that as many family and friends as possible come out to support the girls when the time and venue has been decided. 

U14 Northern Board Shield Semi final, 11th August 2009
Carndonagh made the trip to Downings for this Shield Semi but failed to deliver anywhere near there best on the night. On the one hand Carndonagh were missing a few from holiday season but on the other hand had enough strength in the panel of 19 travelling.

In the first half the Carndonagh lads played with a stiff breeze and competed well for ball but couldn't convert numerous attacks despite generous amount of possession.  Man marking also let the visitors down and Downings capitalised with an early goal.
It was the second half when we saw a more determined Carndonagh side. Mounting dubious refereeing decisions added to the frustration but it made the Carndonagh lads all the more determined as they pressed hard for scores now into the wind. Downings held on to win this semi and this young Carndonagh team learned a valuable lesson re taking their chances. 1st half scores came from team captain Gavin Monagle (1pt), followed then by 2 points from Dillon Ruddy who had his best game of the season and a further point from the ever busy Mathew McLaughlin. At half time Carndonagh had 4 points to 1-03 for Downings.

In the second half, an opening free from Mathew, a goal from Dillon Ruddy and the last point from Darragh Browne left the final score at 1-09 to 1-06 in favour of Downings.
The Carndonagh panel included Fergal Bradley, Jamie McLaughlin, Feargal Doherty, Cathal Kelly, Declan McGonagle, Conor McCormick, Christy Doherty, Conor Doherty(s), Jamie Lee Loftus, Dillon Ruddy, Gavin Monagle (Copt), Mathew McLaughlin, Danny Monagle, Thomas O'Sullivan, Darragh Browne, Ronan Bradley, Callum Crumblish, Ronan Hartin and Roy Davison.
 This week Carndonagh compete in the Inishowen B semi final on Wed 19th at 7pm in Foden where they meet Malin for the third time this year. 
U10 Blitz: The under 10’s travelled to Malin last Saturday to take part in the third football blitz of the summer.  Despite having fewer players available on this occasion, this young squad of boys and girls gave a great account of themselves and played some brilliant football to win closely contested games as well as not conceding a game out of the six games played on the day.  Well done to all.    

Club Lotto: The winning numbers in the club mini-lotto were 7, 19, 1, 6 and 9. There was no jackpot winner. The 75 Euro went to John Farren, Glasha, Carndonagh. 30 Euro to Rita Bradley, Moss Rd. Carndonagh. 15 Euro to Eddie Gallagher, c/o Tully’s Bar, Carndonagh, Shaun Duffy, Carndonagh and Maura Harkin, Loreto House, Carndonagh. The jackpot next week is 5,700 Euro and the draw will be held in McClure’s Bar.

