Senior Football:

Carndonagh senior footballers have reason to be proud of their performances to date in Division 3 when both teams recorded victories over Burt last Saturday evening at Foden. The seniors had a 1 point victory scoring 1-06 to Burt’s 0-08, while the reserves won by 2 points with a score of 1-09 to 1-07.
Both team panels have good numbers training during the week and this commitment to fitness pays dividends on match days. It is also a well documented fact that coming together for training builds up team spirit and this was certainly evident on Saturday especially among the senior squad. 
Good attendance at training during the week also ensures a strong panel for match day and this was borne out against Burt when manager Kevin Doherty had the task of selecting his team from a panel of 25. The reserves playing against a stiff breeze in the first half were 7 points down at the start of the second period. The addition of Richie Cunningham who scored a vital goal and other substitutions turned the tide for Carn.

The seniors also played against the breeze in the first period and were behind by 3 points at the break. It is evident that this team are prepared to work hard for each other and the backs are to be commended for their defensive play especially in the first half with Mickey Nelson just shading the others with some fine blocks and interceptions, all down to his ability to read the game.

Scorers for Carn were Gerard Doherty (0-01), Ryan Davenport (0-01), Rory Ward (0-01), Eanna Newton (0-01), Fergal Mathews (0-01), Garvan McGrenra (0-01). The goal was scored by Darragh McLaughlin who played at centre half forward and impressed by his control of the ball on his first touches and his ability to carry the ball past the defender. All of the forwards played unselfishly and young Newton was unlucky not to score a couple of goals. 

Underage football: 
There are large numbers attending Saturday morning coaching both at Foden and at the Community School Gym. This is very encouraging for the coaches and club members who give up their time to help out. Last week the Inishowen League commenced for the U16s and U12s. The U12s were away to Muff and had a panel of 54 players to pick from. Carn U12B team had a victory against Muff B team in the first game while the Carn A team were defeated by a score of 3-01 to 3-08.
In fine weather conditions, Carn A started the better of the two teams by scoring 2 goals in the first 10 minutes without reply. As the game went on Muff got more and more into the game by scoring a couple of points. With the half time approaching, Muff scored a goal and few more points to leave the half time score at 1-6 to 2-0.
Muff began the second half as they finished the first half by scoring a couple points without reply. Carn made a few substitutions at half time and they paid off. Carn started to play very good football and scored a well taken goal at an end of a great move by the Carn forwards. In the latter stages of the game Muff scored two rather soft goals to swing the tie in Muff’s favour, leaving the final score at 3-01 to 3-08.

Northern Board U16 League, Carndonagh V’s Glenfin, Friday 3rd April 2009 

Carn 2-08 Glenfin 0-05

This was a better performance from Carn in which the travelling lads from Glenfin were there to make the Inishowen lads work for it. The Carn defence were solid with the full back trio of Kieran O’Callaghan, Conor McDonough and Cian Diver tidying up some early pressure.

Carn soon settled into their stride and put together some good work through the middle with Conor Burke leading out with strong support from Martin McLaughlin and Billy Dempsey in the middle of the park. Wing forwards Conor Fagan and the ever dynamic Ryan McLaughlin (D) made life difficult for the Glen men.

The Carn full forward line, Fionn McLaughlin, Ryan McLaughlin (M) and Shane Canny despite holding a deep attacking position were always out first to win possession and linked well with the attack to set up some well worked scores. Ryan McLaughlin in particular showed great composure with three frees from the ground. As the first half drew to a close Brendan Monagle in the Carn goal pulled off a spectacular save to ensure the momentum stayed with the home side. 

After the break Carn stepped up the tempo and soon had the game under control. Any counter efforts from Glenfin were cut out by Aidan Kelly who was particularly impressive on the night. Ciaran McLaughlin also at wingback set up some strong attacking positions.

After a long absence through illness it was great to see a return to this team by Conor McElhinney, who replaced Brendan Monagle for the last quarter. The Carn scorers were Ryan McLaughlin (M) 2-02; Conor Fagan 0-03; Conor Burke 0-02 and Ryan McLaughlin (D) 0-01.

Lotto:
The winning numbers in the club mini-lotto were 10, 11, 23, 13 and 7. There was no jackpot winner. The 75 Euro went to Brian Breslin, Ballyloskey, Carn. 30 Euro to Sadie McGonagle, c/o Tully’s. 15 Euro to Shaun Harkin, Cabadoey, Carn, Roisin and Niamh McDonald, Ballyloskey and Denis McElhinney, Foden, Carn. The jackpot next week is 3,800 and the draw will be held in the Persian Bar.

