Senior Football: 
Senior Training has now moved outside on both Monday and Thursday nights with a 7:30pm start, all players are asked to be at the pitch and ready to start at 7:30pm

The league starts this Sunday with home games for both the Seniors and Reserves against Naomh Columba, a tough start in Division 3 so we need everyone down at training this week for us to be well prepared for these matches.

Minor Football:
Carndonagh v Urris. Friday 13th March, 2009. 

The minors kicked off their season under lights at Foden on Friday night in the Inishowen Minor League Both teams deserve credit for producing an interesting game on what was a heavy and greasy pitch. In typical start of season fare the teams took a little time to develop their game plans. 

Urris fielded a relatively young panel, but whatever they lacked in experience, they made up for in typical Urris commitment. Having won the toss, Urris, surprisingly, elected to play against what was a fairly stiff breeze. Carn took full advantage of the wind and with Newton, Ward, Padraig Doherty and Shane Glack pulling the strings, they romped into a significant 2 – 13 to no score half time lead. 

The second half was a more keenly contested affair. Urris used the wind advantage well but this young Urris team failed to claw back Carn’s first half dominance, leaving the home team to run out 3-21 to 2-03 winners.

From a management point of view the fact that all Carn’s scores came from play was just reward for the commitment being put into training by this young panel. All the experienced players led the way and the new members of the panel responded magnificently. There were some excellent passages of play and full forward Paul McCarroll scored two well taken goals. The defence, with Burke in goal, was solid throughout and Conor McLaughlin at number 6 gave a fantastic display of shot blocking. The score line is testimony to the form of the forward division. The younger team members just up from the U-16’s showed tremendous commitment and are learning fast from the guidance of the senior members of the panel.  

The next big test for this team comes next Friday, 20th March, when they take on Malin at 7pm in Foden. With a full panel, it will be an interesting encounter in a game that will have a big impact on both team’s ambitions in this competition. 

Carndonagh team –

Conor Burke, Nathan McCarron, Billy Dempsey, Conor McDonagh, Darren McDermott, Conor McLaughlin, Dermot McGonagle, Rory Ward, Padraig Doherty, Shane Doherty (G) [Capt.], Eanna Newton, Robin O’Doherty, Ronan Doherty (N), Paul McCarroll, Ryan Kelly. Subs : Ryan McLaughlin for Padraig Doherty (Injured), Padraig Doherty for Ronan Doherty (Injury).    

U16 Football: Malin 1-09, Carndonagh 1-06.  The U16 Northern Board competition got under way on Sunday last with Carn playing away to Malin. This was the first game of the new season and as expected both set of players were rusty after the long layoff. However the game was entertaining and closely contested until the end. 

Conor McDonagh who shows great improvement every year played well at full back as did all the backs who defended stoutly. The midfield pairing of Martin McLaughlin and Aiden Kelly won their share of the spoils at midfield. In the half forward line Conor Burke impressed and assisted by Finn McLaughlin and Shane Canny scored some fine points. Full forward Ryan Kelly showed good control to score a number of points while Caoimhin Canny and Ryan McLaughlin worked hard all through the game with Canny scoring a goal. This team were unlucky not to come away with a result as they had a lot of possession but if first touches and fitness levels improve then they can look forward to a rewarding season.  Sunday’s panel were Brendan Monagle, Ciaran O’Callaghan, Paddy Mathews, Ciaran McLaughlin, Billy Dempsey, Evan Doherty, Aidan Kelly, Martin McLaughlin, Finn McLaughlin, Conor Burke, Shane Canny, Caoimhan Canny, Ryan Kelly, Ryan McLaughlin, Liam Coyle, Conor Mathews, Conor McCormick, Stephen Doherty, Cian Diver.
The u16 football team are at home to Naomh Padraig Lifford this Sunday at 12 noon. 

U12 Football: The Inishowen GAA Board had a most successful launch of their underage football fixtures at Buncrana GAA grounds last Tuesday. Each club were represented by players from the u12 age group and they were mixed together to play four short matches. The matches were co-ordinated by John Gibbons and the Carn u12 players were under the guidance of coaches Ryan Davenport and Tiaran Coyne. Refreshments were available for players and coaches after the games and guests, former county player and All Ireland medal holder Martin McHugh and county player Neil Gallagher spoke to the players. This was a great experience for the young players and the Inishowen Board must be applauded for organising this event. 

Underage Hurling: Carndonagh will host a Hurling/Camogie Nursery Programme on Thursday March 26th at 7.30pm. This is a free workshop delivered by Kevin Kelly Ulster Hurling Programme Officer. It is open to all Coaches/Helpers, no coaching experience required. It is completed in an indoor venue. The workshop lasts 2hrs, 1 1/2 hrs practical 1/2hr theory. It deals with hurling/Camogie Coaching for U/8's. The workshop also compliments the FUNdamental and Gaelic Start Programs, currently being run. On Friday March 26th and Saturday March 27th a hurling foundation course will take place in Buncrana. Please note anyone who has completed the football course recently is only required to attend for 4hrs on the Saturday. An U/10 camogie blitz will take place on Sunday March 29th. The U/8 camogie blitz will now take place on Sunday 5th April. A special word of thanks to all the parents and coaches who travelled with our U/8 hurlers on Sunday last to Letterkenny only to find that the time had been changed, but no notification was received by the club.

Club Lotto: The winning numbers in the club mini-lotto were 2, 6, 14, 1 and 15. There was no jackpot winner. The 75 Euro went to Cathy Butler, Gortnacool, Carndonagh. 30 Euro to Lawrence McElhinney, Glack, Carndonagh. 15 Euro to Conor Carey, Foden, Carndonagh, Ruth and Philip White, Malin and Pat Bradley, 33 Convent Rd. Carndonagh. The jackpot next week is 3,500 Euro and the draw will be held in McClure’s Bar.

